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BOOK REVIEWS 

The History of Georgia in the Eighteenth Century, As 
Recorded in the Reports of the Georgia Bar Association. 
Compiled by Orville A. Park. ( Reprinted from the Annual 
Report of the Georgia Bar Association.) (1921.) pp. 143. 

Mr. Park quotes a remark made by Chancellor Hill many 
years ago, calling attention "to the new literature coming 
into existence through the instrumentality of the bar asso- 
ciations of the several states," and containing "monographs 
on legal topics, and valuable contributions to legal history, 
to the discussion of public questions, and to the literature of 
the law." In preparing this paper for the thirty-eighth 
annual session of the Georgia Bar Association in 1921, Mr. 
Park sought to make available some of the important mate- 
rial bearing on the history of Georgia, found in the volumes 
of the annual proceedings of the association. So abun- 
dant was the material that he found it desirable to limit the 
paper to a definite period, and chose to confine it "to the 
first sixty-seven years, from the founding of the Colony to 
the end of the century." 

The method of presentation adopted was that of select- 
ing extracts from different monographs, papers and ad- 
dresses (thirty-six in all), so combining and arranging the 
extracts as "to form something of a connected whole." "Of 
course the story is not so smoothly told by the lips of many 
as if one only had spoken. But under the plan adopted the 
identity of each writer is preserved — each tells his own story 
in his own way. To increase the unity of the story, the 
extracts are printed without quotation marks and without 
reference in the text to the papers from which they are 
taken. After each extract, however, is a reference to a 
table printed in an appendix, from which the author and the 
exact reference to the paper may be found. 

The chief disadvantage of this method of compilation, 
considering the book as a contribution to the history of the 
state, is that its statements are culled from thirty-six dif- 
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ferent authorities, not all of which, presumably, were based 
on equally painstaking research, and hence not all were 
equally reliable as authentic history. Inasmuch as the 
original authors' references to their sources are not given, 
verification is made difficult, although it is possible through 
the appendix to go back to the authors quoted for such cita- 
tions of authorities as they may have given. Still, it must 
be remembered that Mr. Park's work was originally pre- 
pared as a convention paper, and to have included all the 
original authors' citations would have involved a large 
amount of additional expense and labor in preparing the 
paper for publication. 

For the same reason' undoubtedly, there is no index, but a 
table of contents lists the titles of the topics treated. This 
list shows that practically all the topics are questions of legal 
or judicial interest. This is natural, for, as the compiler 
states, "the Bar Association historians have been largely 
interested in the constitutional and legal history of the state 
and its military and political history are only alluded to 
incidentally.'' But the compilation is an interesting and im- 
portant contribution to state history, and bears out Mr. 
Park's assertion "that a very fair history of Georgia has 
been written and recorded in the annual reports of the 
Georgia Bar Association, and much of the legal history of 
the state is better told in these reports than anywhere else." 

C. S. T. 



